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This check list may help you speed up your family's progress 
toward the goals it hopes to achieve. By checking each it em, you may 
see where you need to do more thinking and planning. 
You may wish to do this as a couple, .as a family group or each 
member prefer to check the Items and discuss the·m. This list is for your 
perso~al . use, so be frank about scoring your family's -ptogress. 
OF FACTS IMPORTANT IN FARM 
MANAGEMENT 
resources and requirements 
Is our farm or ranch large enough to 
provide ~ satisfactory income? 
Should we expand our acreage? 
resources and requirements 
Are we using our time to the best 
advantage? 
Do we need to hire labor? 
Should we consider off-farm employ-
ment? 
What equipment can make us more 
money or save labor? 
tal (money) resources and require-
Is credit available? 
Are savings available? 
• Will additional investments such as 
grain storage, other machinery or 
fertilizer make money? 
Should we consider investing in 
industry? (stocks and bonds) 
How do we stand concerning the total 
net income from our farm or ranch 
business? 
• Is our farm or ranch large e~ough to 
provide us with a satisfactory in-
come? 
• How do the returns on our investment 
rate? 
lIuul.geloent skills or attitude 
• Do we like what we are doing? 
• Would we like other enterprises 
better? 
• can we improve the knowledge we now 
have and the enterprises (crops-
livestock) we are working with? 
· Do we consider risks and uncer-
tainities such as weather, prices 
and health? 
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L Is our farm or rahch production profit-
able? 
,2. Are our yields profitable? 
3-. Are we using all of our land efficient-
ly? 
4; Are.we making the best use of ' our 
diverted' acres? 
5.' Do we have a good soil-building pro-
gram and rotation system that rits 
our far!ll needs? 
6. Are we growing the best crops for our 
conditions? 
7. ' Are we using irrigation effectively? 
8 Are we using fertilizers to best 
advantage? 
9. ~n production costs be lowered by' 
adopting new methoqs? 
DAIRY 
1. Is our production wp,at ,it should be? 
,a. A minimum of 5,000 pounds is sug-
gested for high-testing breeds. 
b. A minimum of 7,000 pounds is sug-
gested for low-testing br~eds. 
2. Do we use h~gh-production sires in our 
herd? 
3. Do we keep milk production and herd 
records? 
4. Is our feeding program based on 
quality roughage? 
5. Do we calculate concentrate mix'tures 
according to feed value and feed 
according to production? 
6. Is the herd protected from heat in 
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summer and against the cold in winter? r---+----+----+------------.I 
7. Is our herd large enough to warrant 
labor-saving , equiprn~nt and.labor most 
economically and efficiently? 
8. Do we keep mastitis or other live-
stock diseases under control? 
Do we obtain the heaviest milk pro·-
duction during the base period? 
Is our farm large enough to grow all 
the succulent forage needed? 
a good year,-round market · 
( Beef cattle, Sheep, Swine) 
Do we keep production records for: 
a. Beef cattle (calf 'weight and 
percentage calf crop)? 
b. Sheep, fleece and lamb weights 
and lambing percent weaned? 
Do we have a good balance between the 
range or farm feed and numbers of . 
livestock? -
Do we cull our herd, based on produc-
tion records of meat and wool? 
Is our program for parasite and diseas 
control satisfactory? . 
Are farm or ranch improvements,. such 
as fences, -buildings and stock -water 
satisfactory? 
Do we keep production records for 
poultry and turkeys? 
Feed efficiency 
Mortality 
Egg production 
Replacement costs 
Are we using well-bred birds? 
Are we keeping our birds confined to 
the house? 
Are we producing clean, good-quality 
eggs? 
Do we practice good sanitation and . 
disease prevention? 
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THE HOME 
1. .. Are we prov iding safe and healthful 
conditions for our family? 
a. Adequate sleeping facilities? 
b. Adequate and safe water supply? 
Tested yearly? 
c. Adequate lighting? 
d. Safe waste disposal? 
Septic tank? 
e. Adequate facilities for preparation 
and storage of food? 
f. Producing some food? 
g. Meals planned according to the 
Texas Food Standard? 
2. What is the general condition of our 
house? 
a. OUtside condition? 
b. Inside condition? 
c. Kitchen conveniently arranged? 
d. Adequate closet and storage space? 
e. Facilities adequate for washing 
and ironing? 
f. ConQition of our yard and surround 
ings good? 
3. Do we have suitable clothing? 
THE FAMILY 
1. How does our family work together? 
2. How does our family play together? 
3. How are we talking out our problems? 
4. Are our children given a part in earn-
ing and using the family income? 
5. What educational plans are being made? 
THE COMMUNITY 
1. How are we taking part in community 
organization? 
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Are our youth organizations meeting the 
needs of our children? 
How are our school facilities? 
Are the churches meet ing our spir-i tual 
needs? 
How are the community recreational 
facili ties? 
Are present roads adequate? 
How are Qur shopping facilities? 
_ .... a .... ' ... AND OTHER FACILITIES 
Do we make marketing plans along with 
production plans? 
our products when prices are 
favorable? 
Do we grow products of the highest quality? 
Do we sellon the basis of grade? 
Do we prepare our products properly for 
market? 
Do we have adequate market facilities? 
Do we produce in suffisient quantity to 
enable us to sell individually without 
any difficulty? 
adequate marketing information? 
adequate transportation 
facilities? 
Do we plan for the purchases of production 
supplies in advance and make them accord-
ingly? 
Could our marketing program be improved by 
the organization of a cooperative market-
jog association? 
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Prepared by Tom E. Prater and Elsie P. Short, Extension Farm and Home 
Management Specialists, The Texas A. & M. Colle~e System. 
Acknowledgment and appreciation for helpful suggestions is expressed to the 
various subject-matter specialists involved. 
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. • • • YOUR COUNTY EXTENSION AGENTS? If not. drop by to see them soon. 
They represent both the United States Department of Agriculture and The Texas 
A. & M. College System in your county and they can furnish the atest infor-
mati.on on farming. ranching and homemaking. 
Most county extension agents have their offices in the county courthouse or agri-
culture building. Get to !mow them and take advantage of their services. 
This publication is one of many prepared 'by the Texas AgricuJtural Extension 
Service to present up-to-date. authoritative information. based on results of re-
search. Extension publications are available from your local agents or from the 
. Agricultural Information Office. College Station. Texas . 
. ' 
Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, The Texas A. & M. College Sy!:!tem and United 
States Department of Agriculture cooperating; Distributed in furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8, 191" 
as amended, and June 30, 1914. 
